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PRODUCT UPDATE 
 

PRODUCTS: SMT CERAMIC CHIP CAPACITORS 
SERIES: NMC, NMC-E AND NMC-H 

Sub: Packaging and Component Marking  
 
For many years we've had customers who would not use ceramic chip capacitors on paper carrier tape. Then changes in 
attitude, due to environmental issues over the disposal of plastic or a perceived problem of plastic generating static on their 
production line, and the requirement changes to “paper tape” only.  The same holds true for marked parts.  We have 
customers who insist on having their 1206 and 0805 ceramic chip capacitors marked, while they accept the fact that the 0603 
and 0402 parts they are placing on the same boards are not marked.  These are issues we have all been involved with for 
years, but we have reached a turning point.  
 
Worldwide industry standard for ceramic chip capacitors is paper tape unmarked.  
The reasoning behind this is simple: 

v Plastic tape and component marking adds significant cost to the parts. 
v Pricing has eroded to the point that there is little or no profit left for the factories. Our competitors have complained 

of losses over the past few years. 
v The equipment used for component marking is very expensive and the factories (both ours and our competitors) are 

not including this feature on new production lines. 
v Plastic tape is supplied and stocked by the factory preformed (multiple pocket sizes = $$$) to each match case size 

and thickness. Paper tape is punched on-the-line for 0402 through 1206. 
 
What does this mean to MLCC users? 

Plastic Tape:  
v Effective immediately, we will be phasing out plastic tape. 

  
Marked Parts: 

v An adder for marked parts. Over time marking will be eliminated as an option. 
 
Recommendations: 

1. Be aware of the above issues. 
2. Switch items to paper carrier tape.   

 
This is an industry trend, not just an NIC policy.    
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COMPONENT MARKING

PRODUCTS: SMT CERAMIC CHIP CAPACITORS
SERIES: NMC, NMC-E AND NMC-H

Sub: Component Marking of NMC Series Ceramic Chip Capacitors

Please be advised due to the small size of the NMC series components (0402 ~ 2225) only
the EIA-198D (Table IX) two digit capacitor marking code can be marked on 0805 and larger
sizes products (see page 2). Please be advise component marking is special operation with
potential impact on unit cost and lead time.

The NIC part number, lot number, date code, reel quan
order number, etc. is printed (and bar coded if requeste
product.
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NMC series: MLCC products
Component marking has been phased out.
See Page 1 of this document.
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